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Finally, after waiting this long we have the fifth of the Order books detailing the 'leader' faction for

Mage: the Awakening. And it's about time! As with the other Order books, this one serves to flesh

out the Silver Ladder, who seek to ultimately guide humanity to the powers that are their birthright.

As opposed to the other Orders, the Silver Ladder (at its best) believes magic is inherent to

humanity. Wonderfully, it expands them beyond their stereotype of 'leaders' and emphasizes their

heritage as priests, viziers and philosophers of the Awakened, giving players and STs alike lots of

new possibilities for using this Order.The book opens with the history of the Silver Ladder, from their

early days as the philosopher-priests of Atlantis and the Five Kings who (they claim) established the

Paths, to their embrace of the British Empire during the age of colonialism. From there, it goes on to

explore the role of the Silver Ladder in different corners of the world, from businessmen in Brazil to

progressive Muslims in the Middle East to humanitarian aid in Africa. The second chapter explores

the beliefs and practices of the Silver Ladder, including the Elemental Precepts, their political

structure, magical law, roles and status within the Order, and Path roles. It also explores the Silver

Ladders relations with other Mages and, more importantly, mortals! Better, it includes rules for



Cryptolopolies (secret societies under the Order's influence), new Proximi rules, and even Sivler

Dynasties (entire families of Proximi!).In chapter three, we are given information about the Silver

Ladder's recruitment, initiation and even conversion of other Mages, including the tests and lessons

that neophytes must learn.
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